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26 February 1856

Holland, Michigan

Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte presided at the meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church at which time
a letter was read written by a Mr. Williamson, secretary of the Collegiate Church of New York. The clerk, namely,
Van Raalte, was instructed to thank the church for their gift of $1,000.00 and request the monies be paid in small
amounts of New York paper currency. Discussion was held about the validity of baptism of those people baptized
in the Hervormde Kerk. This church was considered heretical by some but "...to declare an entire ecclesiastical
body as heretical is only in God's domain." Van Raalte continues to serve as the clerk.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the papers of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland, vol. II, pp. 22a,
22b, and top of 23.

Page 22(a)
this is granted, with an admonition.
ARTICLE 8 — The Brothers Labots and Keppel report that they have found the
benevolence books to be in order.
ARTICLE 9 — The meeting was closed with prayer by Brother Ploeg.

A. C. van Raalte, clerk
Regular Consistory Meeting Held February 26, 1856
Present were Elders Ploeg, Keppel, Wilterdink, Apeldoorn, Broek; Deacons Plugger, te
Roller, de Vries, Wilterdink; and Rev. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. A. C. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 2— The minutes were read and approved.
ARTICLE 3 — A letter from Mr. Williamson, secretary of the Collegiate Church of New
York, containing the news of a love gift of $1,000.00 for the completion of the church in
the village of Holland, was read. The clerk was instructed, in the name of the consistory,
to express our thanks and to ask for the monies in small amounts in New York paper
currency.
ARTICLE 4 — There was a discussion over the wonderful attitude characterizing the
Reformed Church and the desire of the Holland-American church to maintain these
characteristics.
ARTICLES—There was a discussion concerning the value of baptism administered by
heretics, and in how far the baptism of the Hervormde Kerk (Dutch Reformed State
Church of the Netherlands) can be acknowledged, since so many in that fellowship have
denigrated Christ to an ordinary creature and have denied the personal existence of the
Holy Spirit. It was pointed out that these persons still continue to use the traditional
wording in the institution of baptism, and that the power of baptism does not depend on
the personal int&P'retation of the one administering it. If baptism is administered against
the true formu1áti6n in the Dutch Reformed Church, it is done so illegally, and is in
opposition to thiteaching of the church. The consistory rejects heretics, but to declare an
entire ecclesiastical body as heretical is only in God's domain.

Page 22(b)
ARTICLE 5 (sic) — It was decided to seek various bids for the cost of installing the
furnace and to give this assignment to the lowest bidder.
ARTICLE 6 — It was decided to request the Toon Verdi family to take upon themselves
the guardianship of Bottenberg in the place of Brother Keppel. This was approved.
ARTICLE 7 — Brother Smits requests the consistory to rebuke his disobedient daughter,
who has left her parental home. There was much discussion over the shortcomings of the
parental authority, which will not easily be improved. It was decided that Rev. van
Raalte will admonish the daughter.

Page 23
ARTICLE 8 — It was decided by the consistory members present to subscribe to forty
copies of the monthly, "The Server." Brother te Roller is assigned the responsibility for
making the arrangements and for the distribution.
ARTICLE 9 — The meeting was closed with prayer by J. Wilterdink.
A. C. van Raalte, clerk
Meeting Held on March 11, 1856
Present were Elders Keppel, Ploeg, Apeldoorn, Broek, Labots; Deacons Plugger, te
Roller, and de Vries; as well as Rev. van Raalte.
Absent: Brothers Wilterdink and Hekhuis.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. van Raalte, and the minutes
were read and approved. The previous absence of Brother Labots was due to illness; the
same applies to Brother Hekhuis.
ARTICLE 2 — Brother Apeldoorn informs the meeting that Mrs. Boeve had invited a
group of young people to her home and that they had stayed until the following morning.
He was instructed to investigate this matter with Brother Hekhuis.
ARTICLE 3 — Rev. van Raalte reported on a visit to the disobedient daughter of the Smit
family. He found much evidence of her bad behavior and a dubious spirit. Others among
the brethren had noticed in her a hardened attitude, betraying a bad spirit. It was decided
to continue with admonition.
ARTICLE 4 — Pluggemans, a member of the congregation, has given public offense to
the church because of premature carnal knowledge with the woman who is currently his
wife. It was decided to publicly ban him from communion for a time, but to wait
fourteen days after his wife has given birth.
ARTICLE 5 — The niece of a family in the church has given birth out of wedlock. A
discussion ensued as to whether she can be looked upon to be a member of the
congregation. It is judged that her stepfather, Kezin, has gradually withdrawn from the
congregation, and that she, therefore, must also be considered outside of the fellowship.
The question is asked whether one can make accusations against someone who is not a
member of the church. The young woman in question attributes her pregnancy to a
young man who is no longer living.
ARTICLE 6 — Brother Ploeg has made inquiries concerning whether a member, Harm
Slag, who persistently refuses to bring his child for baptism, may be allowed to partake of
the Lord's Supper, since his attitude on this question is a stumblingblock and offense to
the congregation. Rev. van Raalte states that the previous evening he had discussed this
matter with the member in question and that it had become clear to him that Slag has not
changed his unspiritual attitude in this

